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Mid States Conference – April 15 to 17th, 2004 
 

Don’t miss this great chance to truly jump start your summer training for you and or your staff. The theme 
is “Values: What we are most passionate about at camp”. How do we share our values with campers, 
staff and parents and know we are all aligned? 
 
Transportation through car pooling is available – call Karon at the section office for hook ups and keep 
those costs down. 
 
Registration can be free by combining with our section members, so if you’re tight on a budget it’s still 
possible to attend. Contact Karon about this too.  Karon also has extra registrations that she can send to you. 
 
Lodging can be very inexpensive and we have talked to a camp close by for about $10.00 per night so con-
tact Karon for details. Or you can room with others from the section . 
 
Food costs can be done cheaply at lots of close by St Charles food places or at the hotel for moderate hotel 
costs. 
Hope you can join other section members and camp people from this entire region at this training event. Get 
all the details at www.acamidstates.org   

Group Buying  
– we have mailed out the list of 
equipment for this years North-
land Section group buying pro-
ject to all camp directors. If you 
have not received it please call 
Karon at the office and she will 
mail one to you. These are some 
of the best prices we have ever 
been able to offer. Please make 
sure you watch the deadline 
dates. 
 
This is the time of the year for 
all kinds of “Camp Press 
Coverage” and your section 
public awareness team reports 
articles in the Pioneer Press, Star 
Tribune, and Minnesota Parent 
news and even a 10:00 pm news 
report on Channel 5. If you see 
an article send a copy to the sec-
tion office so we have a good 
record and if you know where 
we can get more exposure let us 
know. 

If your camp would be interested 
in a legislative visit please let 
the section office know so we 
can talk about ways to make that 
happen, especially in an election 
year the coverage is a real plus 
for camping. 
 
 
 
Can you help us at our Section 
booth at the Children’s 
Expo” on April 3 rd and 4th. 
They expect 15,000 people at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. 
It will be a great way to check 
out this fair and talk to lots of 
parents about camping. Please 
call Karon at the section office 
to help out. 

For Sale: 
 

Bob Gagner has a variety of sail 
boats  that he has available for 
sale.  If you are interested please 
call him at 763-545-4550 or his 
e-mail address is: 
gagnerbob@aol.com 
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The 
Northland Section 

News! 

Help us keep your records 
up to date.   
Help us keep your records up to 
date – make sure we have your 
current email address so our 
monthly emails get to you. 
Check out the website too for all 
the information including the 
member bulletin board. A great 
place for sharing. 
www.acanorthland.org 
 

Section Web Site! 
 

Don't forget our section web 
site!  www.acanorthland.org 
 
Has many good links as well as 
a bulletin board for section 
members. 
 
To access the "Section Mem-
bers" area you'll need to put the 
username and password found 
below. 
 
The username is: acanl    The 
password is: campisgreat 
 
Check out our website for ref-
erences to all the upcoming 
fairs and print media advertis-
ing opportunities. 
 
If you would like to see things 
on the web site that aren't there 
e m a i l  J e f f  B e l t z  a t : 
jeff@campfoley.com 

Educational Seminars 

The 
Northland Section 

News! 

 
Upcoming Camp 

Fairs in 2004 
 
 
Check out the section website 
for all the upcoming fairs and 
contact people to get your camp 
registered if you haven’t already 
done this. www.acanorthland.org  
look under Section members for 
camp fairs. Northland Section 
will have a booth at the April 
fair so if you want to volunteer 
and help us man the booth and 
talk to parents to see what this 
show is all about contact Karon 
at the section Office. 

Training Sessions: if your 
camp is offering a training ses-
sion in the upcoming months let 
Karon know and we will make 
sure to list it on the website as a 
resource for the whole section. 

BREAKFAST OF 
CHAMPIONS!  

 
N O R T H L A N D  S e c t i o n 
BREAKFAST CLUB is coming 
in 2004!  Starting in January, 
anyone interested in getting to-
gether for breakfast once each 
month can contact Tim Edmonds 
or Laura Nolan.  Time and Date 
suggestions are welcome and 
encouraged.  We want this to 
work for you.  All are welcome!!  
Contact Tim at (952) 967-0111 
or gunflintcamp@aol.com.  Con-
tact Laura at 952-922-2545 or 
laura@lincoln-lakehubert.com. 
 

BREAKFAST OF 
CHAMPIONS!  

 
 
Tuesday, April 27, 2004, 8:30 
am 
 
Hope you’ll join us at the best 
Perkins in the country for stimu-
lating conversation and camara-
derie. 
 
            50th and Hwy 100 in 
Edina 
  
 
See you there and BRING a 
FRIEND 
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Diversity Resource List 
 
Looking for diversity training for your camp staff?  The following individuals and organizations are inter-
ested in helping to provide information, activities, or training sessions that will increase cultural understand-
ing and appreciation.  Please contact them directly for more information about what they can offer. For 
questions about this list or to add to the list, contact Diane Klinefelter at dklinefelter@att.net or 651-488-
4009. 
 

Phoua Yang 
Lao Family Community 
320 University Ave. W.  
St. Paul, Minnesota  55113 
651-221-0069 
e-mail:  phouay@laofamily.org 
website:  www.laofamily.org 
Resources for learning about the Hmong and Lao communities. 
 

Sue Smith 
Girl Scouts of St. Croix Valley 
400 S. Robert Street 
St. Paul, MN 55107 
651-251-1277 
e-mail: sjsangelwing@yahoo.com 
Sue offers multicultural storytelling, with stories selected to meet group needs and goals. She has extensive 
experience playing the role of Harriet Tubman in historical reenactments of the Underground Railroad. 
 

Chongneng Thao 
Director, Hmong Odyssey Foundation, Inc. 
1960 Cottage Ave. E. 
St. Paul, MN 55119 
651-245-3283 
e-mail: chong@chongthao.com 
 

Chong leads a historical night simulation for groups that tells the story of the Hmong and Lao.  Using 
slides, stories, an experiential activity, and a processing time, groups learn the history of the secret wars in 
Laos during the Vietnam War period, the tragedies the people endured, and the reasons for their flight out 
of Laos. 
 

Colin Wesaw 
651-774-3039 
e-mail: crwesaw@aol.com 
 

Colin leads a historical night simulation for groups based on the Great Dakota Conflict of 1862.  Told 
through a Native American perspective, Colin uses storytelling and an experiential activity to help groups 
gain an understanding of how the Dakota people were treated, ending with discussion of the relevance to 
today’s world. 
In addition, Colin offers experiential sessions for teambuilding and diversity training, as well as Native 
American storytelling.                                                                                                         Continued on Page 5                        
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Diversity Resource List  

Sovatha Oum 
14220 Ostlund Trail N. 
Marine on St. Croix, MN  55047 
651-642-2027 or cell phone # 763-439-3362 
e-mail: sto@wilder.org 
 
Sovatha leads a historical night simulation for groups that tells the story of the  
Cambodian people under the communist-backed Khmer Rouge.  Using slides, stories, an experiential activ-
ity, and a processing time, groups learn the history of the war that led to the downfall of Cambodia, the 
tragedies the people endured, and the story of their escape into Thailand. 
Sovatha leads leadership camps for diverse groups of youth, is a talented group facilitator, and conducts ex-
periential training in multicultural learning. 
 
Tou Ger Xiong 
e-mail: txiong@rnc.net 
 
website: www.gohmongboy.com  This site provides lots of information on Tou Ger, including dates and 
times that he will be performing.  You may attend one of these before you book him yourself.  
Tou Ger presents “Teaching Culture Through Laughter,” a dynamic one-man show that combines humor, 
folklore, and hip-hop music into an explosive performance that will entertain and educate about cultural di-
versity.  Dressed in his traditional Hmong clothes, Tou Ger tells his own story, going back to his life in the 
jungles of Laos.  He also does keynotes, breakout workshops, and programs for younger audiences. 
 
The Circle for Cultural Learning 
917 Selby Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
651-310-0400 
 
An unforgettable experience, originally developed by Kamau Kambui, the Underground Railroad Simula-
tion offers participants an opportunity for individual learning and team-building experiences about history 
and themselves as they make their way to freedom.  An evening program for up to 35 people, ages 12 and 
up, the Simulation is conducted at partner woodland sites.  The slavery escape reenactments take an innova-
tive, interpretive approach to teaching American history, focusing on the African American experience and 
fostering positive dialogue about racial issues in a healthy environment.  The journey begins with discus-
sion, photos, videos, and taped narratives about the brave men and women of the Underground Railroad.  
Next comes the experiential learning adventure, simulating a group of escaping slaves on a night journey 
through forest and prairies, with historical figures to help guide the way to freedom.  A celebration and time 
for sharing conclude the evening. 
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Planning for ACA Northland Grants Project  
 
The section board has started work this year on a project that will hopefully have positive 
impact on our camping programs in the future.  The Grant Project Team has been research-
ing the potential for our section to seek funding for grants in several areas:  

- Staff training and safety education 
- Camper financial assistance programs for camperships 
- Special project funding to bring new immigrant children to camps. 

 
If you would like to be involved in any of the planning for these projects please contact the 
committee chair, John Duntley at 612-751-4150 or at duntley@spacestar.net .  If your camp 
would have an interest in joining ACA to serve as a potential site for a pilot program with 
the new immigrant camp project we would appreciate your interest and involvement.  
 
Finally, ACA Northland needs YOUR help in getting our story fully prepared.  Since ACA 
Northland is a collection of professionals and organized camps we have never collected very 
many statistics on our respective camps.  If you are an ACA Accredited Camp it would be 
very helpful to have your participant statistics.  If you are involved with a camp that is not 
accredited your information could still be useful.   
 
Following this article is a short form of 2003 camp and participant information that we 
would like to gather on all ACA Northland camps.  Please take a minute to fill in this form 
and either mail, email or fax it to ACA.  If you have an annual report or other published sta-
tistic report on your camp for 2003 that includes most of these items, simply send that re-
port.  The Grant Project Team does not want to make this a difficult task for you but would 
appreciate your information this spring.  THANKS. 

NATIONAL AND NORTHLAND SECTION BUSINESS NEWS  
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ACA Northland Section 
Case Development Information  
Northland ACA Camping Statistics & Impact 2003 
 
The ACA Northland Section is preparing to seek contributed support in the next year for support of section-wide 
camping scholarship programs and camping safety training experiences for camp staff.  In order to prepare for this 
effort we would appreciate your time in providing the following statistical information for summer 2003.  If you do not 
collect all this data or have it in an annual report of some type simply send ACA what you have already published: 
 

1. Total number of campers served: ________ 
 
2. Number of male ___________ Number of female___________  

 
3. Compared to last year, is your enrollment; ____more, _____less, _____ same.   Any specific reasons or im-

pacts felt this year: _________________________ 
 

4. Type of camp: _____Day Camp, _____ Resident,  (if both please indicate enrollments for each camp) 
                
5. If possible, please indicate the numbers of campers in each age group:  

(use your closest age categories if different than these ranges)  
 Pre-school ages (3-5) __________ Elementary age (6-12)__________   

  Middle/Jr. High (13-15)_________ High School (16-19)___________ 
  

6. If your camp tracks ethnicity for USDA, United Way or other purposes please indicate your total percent: 
____African American _____Asian ____ Hispanic ______Native American _____White. 

 
7. If your camp serves special needs campers, either mainstream or with special programs, please indicate en-

rollment numbers:                                                          
          Disability     Number of campers 

  ________________________________  _____________    
              
  ________________________________  _____________   
 
8. Number of campers receiving financial assistance: ________________ 
 
9. Dollars granted for financial assistance:  ________________   

 
10. Did you have waiting lists for financial assistance?  _____ yes  _____ no 

 
11.  Compared to last year was this years financial assistance;  ____more  ___less ___same.    

 
12. How does your camp determine financial assistance need?       

          
13. Total camp budget, 2003: $________________ 

 
      14. Please estimate the percent of funding that covers your budget from:  
   Fees  _________%        
   Contributions  _________%           
   Public funding _________%         
   Other  _________%  Explain: _______________________ 
 
                                                                                                                   (Continued on Page 8) 
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15. What funding impacts has your camp experienced this year:  
  Percent fee increases:  ______%  
  Contributions: increased_____%  decreased____%   
  Other impacts in 2003: ________________________________________ 

 
16. Any special circumstances encountered in 2003 related to funding changes, reduced public program support 

or other?  
__________________________________________________________________________________   

 
17. Special circumstances, programs, stories accomplished by camps for 2003   
                             

  
Information completed for:  
 
Camp Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Contact:  _________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________ Email: __________________________ 
 
Is your camp ACA Accredited:   ____YES   ____ NO 
Are you an ACA member:          ____YES  ____NO 
 
 
Thanks  
Please return to;   

ACA Northland 
 4132 -88th Lane NE  

Circle Pines, MN  55014 
 

 FAX 763-784-5400    
Email-    acanorthland@qwest.net 
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Standards’ training is complete for the camps to be visited in 2004. Thank you to Marie 
Schmid, Lori Johnson and all of the instructors for a job well done! 
 
There are many resources available for camps that are reviewing their standards or are pre-
paring for a visit. Check the Northland Section Web Page often and use the Northland Sec-
tion Bulletin Board to ask questions and make comments. (www.acanorthland.org The user-
name is acanl and the password is campisgreat). 
 
The section web page has a link to the ACA National web page. Under Topics click on Ac-
creditation then either “Resources/Tools” or “We will be visited for the first time in 2004”. 
If there is a yellow key icon beside a section, you will have to enter your user ID: member 
number and your password: (comes with your membership card). 
 
The 1998 edition of the Standards Book is current. Some camps have the first printing of 
the book and there have been some edits. To check that you have the edits noted in your 
book, click on Standards Book Edits. All camps should now be using the Standards Organizer 
that was provided by the Northland Section. 
 
Other resources are available from the ACA Bookstore. These are listed in the back of your 
Standards Book. 
 
Visitor assignments will be made shortly and the visit packets mailed to the camp, visitor, 
and associate visitor (before May 1). Please contact each other and set the visit date as 
quickly as possible.  
 
Northland Standards Committee members are: Lois Carlson and Marie Schmid, co-chairs; Bill 
Jones, Esther Schak, Jeff Beltz, “Chet” Tschetter, Lori Johnson, Roger Upcraft, Tom 
Bauer, Yvonne Anderson, Tim Edmonds. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, please call Lois Carlson at 763-572-1806 or email me at 
carls267@tc.umn.edu 
 
 

STANDARDS ACCREDITATION  
Standards for Camp Programs and Services 
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AMERICAN CAMPING ASSOCIATION ® 
NORTHLAND SECTION 
4132-88th Lane NE 
Circle Pines, MN    55014 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Articles for the next Newsletter Due 
on 
   April 9, 2004 

Mid States Conference:  April 15-17, 2004 


